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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This application has been examined. The amendment filed 10/13/08 has been 
entered. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-18, 20, 22-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bergsten et al (2003/0001907) and Hoarty et al (5485197). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Bergsten et al show: an apparatus for generating a user 
interface for display on a display device, the apparatus comprising a processor 
programmed to generate a user interface (Figures 1 , 2) comprising the following 
elements: a main folder configures to contain a plurality of elements and at least a first 
sequential subfolder configured to contain a plurality of elements linked to main folder 
(Figures 4, 5, para 7, 9, 21); a fixed focus pointer configured to select one of the 
plurality of elements of the main folder in response to interaction of a user and at least 
one moveable focus pointer configured to scroll through the plurality of elements of the 
at least first sequential subfolder to select one of the plurality of elements in response to 
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interaction of a user (para 11,21, 25). Bergsten et al do not specifically state that the 
elements are presented in a carousel such that the carousel is displayable as a plurality 
of carousel elements that rotate around a carousel axis, but the elements of the first 
sequential subfolder are presented in a form such that they repeat and circulate (para 
25). Furthermore, Hoarty et al do in fact present elements in a rotating carousel form, to 
easily facilitate repeating and circulating elements (abstract, Figures 35, 36 37, column 
19 lines 1-40). It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to 
have this in Bergsten et al, because it would allow easy facilitation of repeating and 
circulating of elements. The carousel in Hoarty et al does not necessarily extend 
beyond the perimeter horizontally or vertically per se, but does extend beyond the 
foreground of the perimeter of the display region, such that a subset of the plurality of 
elements of the first sequential folder located on one side of the perimeter foreground of 
the display region are displayed (Figure 35 for example) in order to give the impression 
of rotating in three dimensions. Furthermore, Examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
very possible to have the extension be horizontally or vertically beyond the perimeter of 
the display region, as long as the subset of the plurality of elements of the first 
sequential folder located on one side of the perimeter of the display region are 
displayed. The reason this is especially so, is because given that the subset of the 
plurality of elements of the first sequential folder located on one side of the perimeter of 
the display region are displayed, this still gives the virtual impression of rotating in three 
dimensions, while still only physically displaying those elements that are currently in the 
perimeter of the display region. Thus Hoarty et al is accomplishing the same effect with 
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the same functionality as the claimed feature. It would have been obvious to a person 
with ordinary skill in the art to have the carousel in Hoarty et al extend specifically 
beyond the perimeter of the display region as opposed to beyond the foreground of the 
perimeter of the display region, with a subset of the plurality of elements of the first 
sequential folder located on one side of the perimeter of the display region being 
displayed, because it would allow a convenient way to give the impression of rotating in 
three dimensions using the functional capabilities of Hoarty et al. 

5. Regarding claim 2, one element of the carousel creates a buffer for elements that 
are not presented (see para 1 1 . Also, note the buffer set of for elements in Hoarty et al 
column 19 lines 1-25. The obviousness to have this in Bergsten et al is the same as 
that mentioned in paragraph 4 of this Office Action). 

6. Regarding claim 3, the element has a fixed position (para 21). 

7. Regarding claim 4, the buffer element is placed in the middle of a rear carousel 
segment (see Fig. 35-37 of Hoarty et al. The obviousness to have this in Bergsten et al 
is the same as that mentioned in paragraph 4 of this Office Action). 

8. Regarding claims 5-6, the element may be visible or not visible (Figures 4, 5, 
para 21 , 25 of Bergsten et al and also Fig. 35-37 of Hoarty et al). 
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9. Regarding claim 7, the element indicates the number of elements in the buffer 
(para 11). 

10. Regarding claim 8, a diameter of the carousel is adjustable (column 19 lines 1-40 
of Hoarty et al. The obviousness to have this in Bergsten et al is the same as that 
mentioned in paragraph 4 of this Office Action). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 9, the diameter of the carousel is adjusted as a function of the 
number of the plurality of elements of the first sequential subfolder (column 1 9 lines 1 - 
40 of Hoarty et al. The obviousness to have this in Bergsten et al is the same as that 
mentioned in paragraph 4 of this Office Action). 

12. Regarding claim 10, the carousel is not fully presented on the display (note again 
Fig. 35-37 of Hoarty et al). 

1 3. Regarding claims 11-13, an uppermost, or lowermost portion, or both of the 
carousel may not present on a display region (note again Fig. 35-37 of Hoarty et al). 

14. Regarding claim 14, the information of content of elements is visible (Figures 3- 
5). 
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1 5. Regarding claim 1 5, the elements are selectable (para 11,21). 

16. Regarding claim 1 6, the plurality of elements of the main folder and the at least 
first subfolder comprise icons (Figures 3-5). 

1 7. Regarding claim 1 7, the plurality of elements of the main folder and the at least 
first subfolder may also comprise text (Fig 4-5, para 20, 21). 

18. Regarding claim 18, the main folder and at least first sequential subfolder are 
scrollable (para 11). 

19. Claim 20, 22-33 shows the same features as claims 1-13 respectively and are 
rejected for the same reasons. 

20. Claims 34-38 show the same features as claims 1 , 2, 7-9 respectively and are 
rejected for the same reasons. 

21 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

22. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven P. Sax whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 
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